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JUBILEE OF THE SOCIETY 
A Memorable Celebration 
MORE than 150 members and guests attended the meeting on 23 May, 1963, to celebrate the first 50 
years of the Society. It was the largest attendance in 
the history of the Society. The verandah at Newstead 
House was used to cope with the overflow attendance. 
The Society decided to give an honoured place to des-
cendants of the original members of the Society. Four 
ladies were so honoured: 
Mrs. Philip C. Bernays—Grand-daughter of first President, 
Sir Arthur Morgan. 
Miss Jean Hardie—daughter of Sir David Hardie, M.D. 
Miss G. Wade Broun—daughter of Mr. Nugent Wade Broun. 
Miss Mary Connah—daughter of Mr. T. W. Connah, I.S.O. 
It has since been learnt that other persons were present 
who were descendants of the original members, but this was 
not known to the Society at the time. 
The following names of persons have been supplied to 
the Editor as having been present at the JubUee Meeting: 
Mr. Marcus Hertzberg—son of Mr. A. M. Hertzberg. 
Mr. Cyril Weedon, grandson, and Mrs. SheUa ThornhUI 
Jameson, granddaughter of Mr. Thornhill Weedon. 
Mrs. Cyril Weedon—niece of Mr. T. W. Connah, I.S.O. 
RoUo John Moreton Rutledge—grandson of Hon. Sir 
Arthur Rutledge. 
Andrew Donald Petrie, representing the Petrie family. 
Dr. E. O. Marks, who joined the Society in 1929 and 
thus enjoys the distinction of having the longest member-
ship of the Society, was also a guest of honour. 
Sir Raphael Cilento presented to the Society a Presiden-
tial Chair inscribed with the names of the Presidents of the 
Society. Sir Raphael also made the Society the gift of a 
brass gong in the form of an Eastern Dhow. 
Miss E. M. Kennedy presented to the Society a pewter 
decanter, and a tray to match the decanter was donated by 
Mrs. Gladys Prior. 
The President, Sir Raphael CUento, who returned from a 
visit to South East Asia and Japan on 17 May, gave a lucid 
and thought-provoking address. 
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SIR RAPHAEL CILENTO 
President of the Royal Historical Society of Queensland 
FACTORS IN FAR EASTERN TENSION 
SIR Raphael said that in many years' association with the lands of our northern neighbours he had never detected 
among them so marked a degree of tension and insecurity. 
It had grown remarkably in intensity during the seven 
months since his visit in 1962. It appeared to be based on 
three major events. 
(1) The coUapse of the United States on the self-deter-
mination issue in Western Papua, and the consequent 
absorption of its people without their consent, by 
Indonesia; 
(2) The humiUation of India, the world's largest "neutral" 
and the major contender, with China, for the hege-
mony of Asia, by China's invasion of her border 
provinces; and 
(3) The Communist triumph in Laos. 
The ready abandonment under pressure of the principle of 
self-determination by the West had terrified S.E. Asia, since it 
was only in virtue of that principle that several of the small 
nations there existed. They were compeUed to consider their 
possible fate if they were made the object of demands they 
could not resist. The fact that India (into which the United 
States and United Kingdom had poured hundreds of miUions 
of dollars and pounds) could offer no effective resistance, in-
dicated to thenri that there was no place for neutrals in the 
present East-West alignment. The suggestion that the ideal 
safeguard was reached when a country was guaranteed by 
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United Nations, and, separately, by the United States and the 
West, and by the United Soviet Socialist Republics, and its 
neutrality was secured by the supervision of an International 
Control Commission, was dramatically demonstrated to be 
utterly unjustified by the situation in Laos. There, in spite of 
all these paper bulwarks. Communist dominance was virtually 
undisputed. 
FALL IN WESTERN PRESTIGE 
These three reverses had profoundly influenced popular 
feeling in most of the countries of S.E. Asia. The prestige of 
the West had fallen correspondingly. Burma had made 
arrangements with mainland China which might soon 
seriously affect her independence; Cambodia had virtually 
set up a situation of "benevolent neutrality" towards China 
which was little removed, in his opinion, from satellite status; 
Viet Minh which had hung between Russia and China in 
their conflict of ideology, had definitely opted for Mao Tse 
Tung; North-east Thailand was half detached in its aUegiance 
by subversion from Laos and the affinities of the people of 
both those areas across the Mekong represented more a link 
(always there) than a barrier; and so on. 
The two most serious situations were the provocation of 
religious conflict in Thailand between the Buddhist masses 
and the Catholic superstratum that ruled the land and, else-
where and everywhere, the disillusionment of youth. The 
"teen-agers" of today (15-30) were the ruling moiety of 
tomorrow, (say) at the crisis point within 20 years, when 
they would be 35-50. They had never known anything but 
war, and faced a future in which surrender with some loss of 
freedom offered them the only hope of peace, since Com-
munism was inexorably committed to world dominion. 
QUEST FOR AN IDEOLOGY 
Looking as youth did for an ideology to which to Unk its 
spirit of adventure and hero-worship they had only the West 
and "democracy," and the Soviet East and "communism." 
At present, the latter with "resurgent China" as its model 
was, to most of them, infinitely more promising than the 
"decadent Philippines—the result of 60 years of western 
rule." Wildly erroneous as most of their ideas on these 
matters obviously were, the propaganda of the Soviets was 
eminently more successful than our own—and deserved to 
be because it was conveyed with skiU and conviction whereas 
most western representations were not. 
A habit of crisis had produced also a habit of apathy 
among the people generaUy. 
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Many did fear that a critical "showdown" would be forced 
at an early date by some deliberate reaction to (say) the 
formation of Malaysia proposed for 31 August 1963 or some 
fortuitous occurrence as (say) the death of Soekarno or some 
equally vital kingpin in the social and political fabric of a 
significant nation—or some accidental catastrophe. 
THE LOGIC OF GEOGRAPHY 
Australia could no longer opt out of these situations how-
ever much we might desire to do so. The logic of geography 
was too strong for any such escapism. 
Actually what might appear to be a situation of increasing 
menace had the true ambivalence of all high history—it was 
also a situation of vast opportunity. Indonesia, ostensibly, 
almost subservient to Russia today or China tomorrow, lived 
in real fear of the latter and was fuUy aware of China's ex-
pressed intention with her millions and with the technology 
of Japan (// won to her side by self-interest or economic 
necessity), to take over the incalculable riches of Indonesia 
and so to dominate a Communist world. 
If Indonesia could feel secure within a great arc of 
countries from Japan, through AustraUa to Malaya (or even 
to India), supported in earnest by the United States of 
America and the West, she would thankfuUy and loyally 
play her part in establishing a great and progressive Associa-
tion of South Asia which would extend from the fringes and 
the island archipelagoes of that vast continent to Australasia 
its southern rim, and to the adjacent areas of Oceania. 
Between the North Asian areas and Antarctica, and strategi-
cally located in relation to the new Africa. Australasia might 
then find its true role as the stabilising factor of the Afro-
Asian bloc, which was now the unstable element of inter-
national affairs. 
Such a situation, however, would not arise by chance as it 
would need the devoted labour of dedicated men. 
Master George Burkitt, a Junior member, was presented 
with an edition of the prose works of Henry Lawson, in 
recognition of his securing 8 A's in the Junior Public 
Examination in 1962. 
Australian Bush BaUads were sung during the evening. 
Lieutenant Meija of the Queensland Cultural Civic Centre 
contributed "WaUaby Stew," "Old Bullock Dray," "Moreton 
Bay" and "Ned Kelly;" Mr. Stanley Arthur of the Folk 
Music Society rendered "Augathella Station" and "The 
Drover's Dream." Both these artists were warmlv ao-
plauded. ^ ^ 
